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28 April 2023 
Coronation Picnic on the Lawn 

On Friday 5 May, SST will be celebrating the Coronation of King Charles III by hosting a picnic 

on the school field. The event will be attended by all year groups, and students are welcome 

to bring in their own picnic food or purchase some in the restaurant. Please see the poster 

below for more information.  
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Sports Update 

We are proud to report that our students have achieved a large number of sporting successes 

over the past few weeks. Congratulations to all who participated in the following sporting 

events. 

Huge congratulations to Holly J in 7V, who represented SST in the NSEA Show Jumping 

competition at Brook Farm (Essex) on Sunday 23 April, achieving a 1st, 1st and 2nd rosette. 

Well done Holly and Minstal VI, this is an incredible achievement. 

Huge congratulations to Teagan F in 8T, who represented SST and competed in the Kent 

Schools Golf Championships at Pedham Place on Monday 24 April. It was a round including 

all weather fronts, from sun, cloud, wind to very heavy rain! Well done Teagan for being so 

resilient and not giving up. 
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On Wednesday 29 March, SST welcomed Pro Golfer Jack Ryan and Kent Golf Junior 

Development Officer, Kim Brusadelli, who ran a SEND workshop for 8 students. This was a 

free 1-hour session offered to the students, on behalf of Kent Golf, in preparation for the Kent 

Golf SEND Festival. 

On Wednesday 26 April, these students attended the Kent Golf SEND Festival at Tudor Park 

and the students had a very exciting time, learning the basic skills needed for golf, competing 

against each other, and receiving free goodies for their efforts. 

Thank you to Jack Ryan, Kim Brusadelli, Kent Golf and Tudor Park for hosting the event. 
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Linguist of the Week 

This week, our Linguists of the Week are Archie H in 9H and Teigan C in 9T. 

They both work very hard in every single lesson and their progression in 

Spanish is extraordinary! Both students are always ready to share their 

answers when correcting activities, and their attitude towards learning is very 

positive. Congratulations both, you are SST Linguists of the Week!  

This Week in Languages and Linguistics 

This week, Year 7 have been learning how to give their opinion about school subjects in 

Spanish, and we had a little competition to see how many sentences they could write in 

Spanish. The winner was Matilda M in 7H with 9 sentences and translations. Congratulations, 

Matilda!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year 8 students have been learning about the state of Texas, an area that has both 

Hispanic and English influences. They have found very interesting how  Texas had actually 

been under the Spanish Empire for around 350 years, while they have only belonged to the 

USA for around 150!  

Finally, in Year 9 Spanish we have been pretending we are visiting Spain on an exchange trip, 

and we have practised how to greet people, introduce ourselves as well as others, and 

communicate our basic needs such as “I am hungry” or “Can I send a message?”. We are 

focusing a little more on speaking, and students are finding this both very fun and useful, as 

they feel like they could travel to any Spanish-speaking country and make themselves 

understood. You never know when you are going to find yourself in Spain!  
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This Week in Art 

Year 9 students have started their own mini-investigation as part of their portraiture project. 

Each student has chosen an artist to analyse and have started with detailed research pages 

which are presented in their sketchbooks. So many students have put in a huge amount of 

creative planning and thought into their presentation, and we can’t wait to see their graphite 

responses in a couple of weeks’ time.  
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This Week in Product Design 

In Product Design this week, Year 9 have been taught how to use a sewing machine. They 
can now sew in straight lines, turn on corners and sew curved lines on a paper road map! 
A mention must be made of Seth 9L and Martin 9H who completed this task with so much 
care and accuracy – well done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Some of the Product Designers have also been printing their Mary Quant or Orla Kiely inspired 
scatter cushion fabric. 
Here are some beautiful examples: 
 

 

 

Hannah 9V 

Eve 9L 

Chloe 9T 

Harry 9L Henry 9L 
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This Week in History 

This week in History, building on the understanding that antisemitism has sadly a long and 

deep-rooted presence in Europe pre-1939, students in Year 8 have been mapping out how 

German Jews were persecuted in Germany from 1933 to 1945. As part of their studies on the 

Holocaust, students were able to visually see for themselves how the persecution of Jews in 

Germany affected every stage of their lives from popular culture to politics, their livelihoods to 

religion. Students were able to identify and discuss the legislation passed by Hitler and the 

NASDAP in making it legal for normally law-abiding citizens to persecute Jews, which sadly 

became an accepted ‘norm’ for many. The objective of this week’s lesson was for students to 

become increasingly aware how political propaganda can be used as a tool to do wrong if left 

unchallenged. Students also became aware that we need to challenge our preconceived ideas 

on what makes such episodes in our human history possible, how we come to define what 

makes a persecutor and a collaborator, and that often they are not so easily defined.  
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This Week in English 

This week, 8L have been working on their creative writing skills. Mrs Gidley would like to say 

well done to all of 8L, but especially to Spencer, Wade, Will W, Toby, Elijah, George, Joseph 

and Meghan, whose work has been included below.  
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Celebration Day Writing Competition 
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New Phone Number 

During the Easter break, the school telephone system was upgraded so that it is part of the 

VIAT phone system network. 

As a result of this change, outgoing telephone calls from the school are now showing as 

from the number 0303 303 0000. 

In order to call SST directly, you should still use 01622 938444.  

 

Library Amazon Wish List 

We are excited to announce that SST is launching an Amazon wish list for the library this 

week. This will allow students, parents, carers and anyone else within the SST community to 

donate a book to our library. All books on our wish list have been carefully selected to ensure 

that they will be of the utmost benefit to our students. A link to our wishlist can be found here. 

To purchase a book for the SST library, please add one of the books on our wish list to your 

basket and proceed to checkout. The delivery address is the following:  

School of Science and Technology 

New Cut Road 

Maidstone 

Kent 

ME14 5GQ 

We really appreciate any donations that can be made to the library, and thank you to parents 

and carers who have already made donations of unwanted / no longer used books to our 

library.  

https://amzn.eu/8f2cdtA
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PE Extra-Curricular Clubs Term 5 
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SST Battle of the Bands 

 

Cleaner Position 
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STEM Bingo Challenge 

Calling all STEM Superstars! Do you have what it takes to complete the Bingo challenge? 
Complete the activities on the board and send evidence of completion of each activity to Mrs 
Chapman (h.chapman@sst.viat.org.uk). This can be in the form of photos or videos.  
 
Prizes in the form of Amazon vouchers will be awarded for: 

- 1st vertical line completed. 
- 1st horizontal line completed. 
- 1st diagonal line completed. 
- Full house. 

 
Entries can be sent up until the deadline of 30th June. 
 
Good luck and get creating! 

  

mailto:h.chapman@sst.viat.org.uk
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Mid Kent Mind Wellbeing Morning 
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Charity Skydive 

Mental Health Awareness Week 2023 is 15 – 21 May 
To raise money, which will help us create a world where good mental health is a 

reality for all, Mrs Cuthbert will be skydiving out of a plane at an altitude of 
10,000 feet and falling to Earth at more than 100 mph. 

The money raised will help deliver vital research and develop solutions to 
improve prevention and treatment for the 1 in 6 people affected by mental health 

problems every week. 
Donations can be made via a Just Giving page, which can be found via this link. 

Thank you in advance for your support. 
 
  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/liz-cuthbert?utm_source=copyLink&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=liz-cuthbert&utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_term=1bc00b746fed46769b531a0fd6363ffa
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Wellbeing Calendar 

Below is April’s wellbeing calendar, created by the charity ‘Action for Happiness.’ For every 

day this month, ‘Action for Happiness’ has provided a mindfulness activity to promote 

happiness and wellbeing for all. Today’s mindfulness activity is to “meet a friend outside for a 

walk and a chat.” 
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Sparx Maths Support 
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Geography Song of the Week 

This week’s Geography Song of the Week is ‘Ecuador’ by DJ Sash. Ecuador is located in the 

western corner at the top of the South American continent. Ecuador is named after the 

Equator, the imaginary line around the Earth that splits the country in two. Most of the country 

is in the Southern Hemisphere. 

Ecuador is roughly the size of Colorado and is bordered by Colombia and Peru. The high 

Andes Mountains form the backbone of the country. Cotopaxi in the Andes is the highest active 

volcano in the world. 

The Galápagos Islands, 596 miles (960 kilometres) west of the mainland of Ecuador are part 

of Ecuador and are home to unique reptiles, birds, and plants. The Costa, or coastal plain 

region, is where many of the world’s bananas are grown. The Sierra is also made up of 

farmland. The Oriente is east of the Andes and is rich in oil. 

About 10 percent of the population is of European descent. Another 25 percent belong to 

indigenous or native cultures and the remainder are of mostly mixed ethnicity. Many of the 

native people are subsistence farmers and only grow enough food for their family. Soccer is 

the national sport. To listen to this week’s Geography Song of the Week, use the link here. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xXahlXQhMF4
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Contact Details 

 
Telephone: 01622 938444 | Email: office@sst.viat.org.uk 
 
Don’t forget to watch our weekly vlog and to also follow us on Twitter to see regular updates.  

 

 
 

mailto:office@sst.viat.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/b8HSAEwxAN0
https://twitter.com/SSTMaidstone
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/b8HSAEwxAN0
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This Day in History 

 
Today we have finished another successful school week, but did you know what happened 

on this day in history? 

28 April 
 

1789 Mutiny breaks out on the HMS Bounty 
 

Having sailed from England to Tahiti to gather breadfruit saplings, Captain Bligh finds his 
command under siege during his return voyage. Acting Lieutenant Fletcher Christian leads 
the mutinous crewmembers, and they will set Bligh and 18 loyalists adrift in an open boat. 

 

2001 US millionaire entrepreneur is first tourist in space 
 

Investment banker Dennis Tito pays $20 million to hitch a ride on the Russian Soyuz TM-32 

mission. The amateur astronaut will spend more than a week orbiting the Earth as a visitor 

on the International Space Station. 

 

Births on this Day 
 

1442 Edward IV – King of England 

1878 Lionel Barrymore – American actor 

1888 Harry Crerar – Canadian WWI and WWII general 

1908 Oskar Schindler – Austrian businessman 

1926 Harper Lee – American author 

1930 Carolyn Jones – American actress 

1948 Terry Pratchett – English author 

1974 Penélope Cruz – Spanish actress  

1981 Jessica Alba – American actress 

1995 Melanie Martinez – American singer-songwriter 

Deaths on this Day 

1721 Mary Read – English pirate 

1973 Clas Thunberg – Finnish speed skater 

1999 Arthur Leonard Schawlow – American physicist 

2002 Lou Thesz – American professional wrestler 

2021 Michael Collins – American Major General USAF and astronaut  
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Morpheme of the Week 
 
SST has launched ‘Morpheme of the Week’ to equip students in understanding new 

vocabulary. This week, our Morpheme of the Week is ‘earth'. 

Students have been rewarded with an Achievement Point for using the MOTW correctly.  

 
Restaurant Menu 
Please see below the restaurant menu for the following school week: 
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Book of the Week 

Here at SST, we are very passionate about reading. We know that the more a student reads, 

the more accessible all parts of the curriculum and their learning become. 

Have you read our ‘Book of the Week’? This week, it is ‘Swimming Against the Storm’ by Jess 

Butterworth. 

  

‘Swimming Against the Storm’ is one of many books by Jess Butterworth that tackle 
environmental and wildlife preservation. In this book, through the experiences of main 
character Eliza, the author explores the vibrant culture of Louisiana, as inspired by her 
research trips there. Whereas she lovingly describes the Cajun and Creole food and 

human culture in Louisiana, the focus of ‘Swimming Against the Storm’ comes from an 
environmental perspective. Eliza and her younger sister, Avery, can see and feel the 

negative effects of climate change and rising sea levels on their home in a small 
fishing village, and so seek out the legendary ‘loup-garou’ in an attempt to gain 

government support on protecting its habitat. However, as a large storm approaches 
Louisiana, their mission quickly becomes a race against time. 

London-born, Jess Butterworth spent her childhood growing up between the United 
Kingdom and India. Both the stories her Grandmother told her as a child, and her 

subsequent adventures inspired by these tales, greatly influence her writing. 
 

For more information on ‘Book of the Week’ please speak to Miss Garland or a 
member of the library team. 

Accelerated Reader Book Level: 4.4 

 

Eliza has lived her entire life in a 
small fishing village, growing up 
alongside turtles, pelicans and 
porpoises. But now, with sea 
levels rising, her home is at risk 
of being swept away. Determined 
to save their land, Eliza and her 
younger sister go searching for 
the wolf-like loup-garou. If they 
can prove this legendary 
creature exists, the government 
will have to protect its habitat 
– and their community. But 
there’s one problem: the loup-
garou has never been seen 
before. And with a tropical storm 
approaching and the sisters in 
deep, deep swampland, it’s not 
just their home at risk, but 
their lives as well… 
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Online Safety Spotlight 
 

Have you ever read something online that’s changed your perspective? Provided new 

information and made you look at an issue in a fresh light? Imagine if that kind of thing never 

happened: if everything you read on the internet just reinforced what you thought to begin 

with, and – what’s more – confirmed that pretty much everyone else out there in cyberspace 

felt the same way.  

Welcome to the world of online echo chambers, where one particular school of thought is 

constantly repeated and never challenged. This lack of impartiality can be damaging if the 

opinion is an extreme one – especially for younger people who are generally more inclined to 

believe it.  

 


