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31 March 2023 
End of Term Message 

Please see below our end of term message from Mr Royston: 

This has been a whirlwind of a term, as term 4 always is. Year 8 and 9 have been through the 

options process, Year 7 have a new head of year and our new Year 7 (current Year 6) students 

for September finding out they were joining the SST family. Not to mention trips, clubs, inter-

house competitions, bake sales, the spotlight concert, world book day, science week, national 

indoor rowing competitions and three district semi-finals in football.  

Firstly, congratulations to the Year 7 and 9 boy’s football teams, who qualified for the district 

cup finals to be played after Easter at the Gallagher Stadium and commiserations to the Year 

8 team who narrowly missed out losing 3-2 in their semi-final.  

I would also like to congratulate all of the Year 8 students who took part in the Science Fair as 

part of National Science week, there were some amazing projects. The last week of term saw 

some amazing cakes being brought into school for the SST bake off, these cakes were then 

sold to students to raise money for the Syrian/Turkish Earthquake appeal, congratulations to 

all those who took part and well done to the winners and runners-up. 

On Saturday 1 April students and staff will embark on our first ever SST ski trip and I am sure 

you will join me in wishing them a safe and enjoyable time. I am very grateful to the huge 

number of staff who give up their time to run the trips and events and look forward to sharing 

all the photographs on social media and in the school newsletter. 

It was lovely to welcome all our new Year 7 families into school last Wednesday, and some of 

them had the opportunity to take part in a DT workshop at SST this week. There will be further 

transition activities next term as we look forward to accepting another cohort of families into 

the SST family. 

The Year 8 and 9 options process is now complete and we are beginning the task of creating 

a timetable for next year to try and accommodate all of the option choices. As such we will be 

in touch to confirm choices for students in the next term. As we give all students a free choice  
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of the options they would like to study in both year groups, this process takes some time to 

make sure we can accommodate as many of the choices as possible.  

I would like to thank families and students for their support and understanding during the 

recent strike action in school, I realise that there has been more discussion of further action 

next term, however, this is yet to be confirmed and I will write to everyone as soon as we have 

any other information or final confirmation.  

Of course, we had the pleasure of publishing our recent Ofsted report this term and I would 

like to thank everyone who either contacted the school directly or posted congratulatory 

comments on social media. Outstanding judgements are extremely rare and this is testament 

to the hard work of staff and students over the last three years. 

There is one change in relation to staffing after the Easter break. Mrs D’eathe is unfortunately 

leaving us as she is relocating and we wish her all the best and thank her for her fantastic 

contribution to SST. Dr Speers will be joining as our new full-time SENDCo to work alongside 

our current SEND team, we are excited to welcome her and she can’t wait to get to know lots 

of our students.  

Finally, I do hope that everyone has a lovely holiday. Term begins again on Monday 17 April 

for all students. As ever if you want to discuss anything further with us, then please do not 

hesitate to contact us.   
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Houses of Parliament Trip 

 
On Monday 27 March, 30 students from across Year 7 to Year 9, largely made up of our young 
debaters from the Debate Club, took a trip to the Houses of Parliament.  
 
Students first visited Tower Gardens to stop and pause at key memorials to the Suffragettes 
& the Burghers of Calais. They went on to visit both the House of Commons and House of 
Lords, where they learnt about law making and the etiquette of debating. While there, students 
noted several individuals such as the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, Ian Paisley Jr. 
and Priti Patel. Students even went to view Westminster Hall where our late Queen, Elizabeth 
II, laid in state so the public could pay their last respects. The day concluded with students 
coming together to design and execute their own debate on the issue – whether to abolish 
school examinations or not. It was clear to see that all had an informative and memorable 
time! 
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SST Bake Off Results 

This week, SST hosted a raffle and bake-off sale to raise money for those affected by the 

recent earthquakes in Turkey and Syria. We are very proud to announce that, between the 

two events, we have raised a grand total of £538.00 for the earthquake disaster fund!  

Mrs Sherwood-Farnfield, who helped organise the events, wishes to say well done to everyone 

involved.  Special thanks to Miss Howard for organising the Bake-off and Mr De Jong for the 

winners' wooden spoons.  Judging entries for the Bake-off was extremely difficult as levels of 

both baking and presentation were absolutely exceptional. Miss Howard, who judged the 

entries, even told us “I wish we had more prizes to give out as it was clear how much time and 

effort had gone into every cake!” Congratulations to the following winners: 

Winners: 

Samuel L 

Ruby N 

Runners Up: 

Matilda S 

Ryan W 

Many thanks to all the students (and parents) who baked, bought raffle tickets and donated 

raffle prizes, and all the students and staff who helped with the sales.  Your efforts have been 

rewarded by such an amazing total for a good cause.    
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Linguist of the Week 

This week, our Linguist of the Week is Teddy C in 9H. Teddy has been 
working very hard in his French lessons this week and he produced an 
excellent paragraph about his eating habits. He also consistently excels 
in his spelling tests. Well done, Teddy! 
 

This Week in Languages and Linguitics 

This week, Year 7 have been reading the French children’s book ‘L’Ours dans la ville’ in 

French. They had plenty of fun matching pictures, which contained places or activities in a 

town, to the pictures in the book.  

Meanwhile, Year 8 continued to practise how to tell the time in French, and learned how to 

express the simple future in French. They combined the simple future with the topic of 

holidays. There is no better time to start planning for the summer holidays!  

Year 9 were also looking at the simple future this week and combined it with the topic food. 

They wrote a paragraph in French about how they think our eating habits will change in the 

future. Will we still eat meat? Will we get rid of food completely and replace it with a pill that 

contains all the nutrition we need? Will we have robots preparing our food for us? Lots of 

different ideas to explore! 
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This Week in English 

This week, Mrs Gidley would like to praise 8L for their amazing work when studying persuasive 

speeches in English. The below examples are from Elizabeth, Eulalie, Toby B, Matilda, 

Meghan and Sofia, well done everyone!  
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Student Achievement 

This week, a huge congratulations goes to Loris M in 8T who, after finding out that he was 

going on holiday in Athens over the Summer and hiring a boat to travel the islands, decided 

to undertake a boat course so that he could help his family onboard. Loris passed his Level 2 

Powerboat Handling certificartion after a two-day intensive course, well done! 

Poster Competition  
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Treasure Island Rehearsal Schedule 

Please see below next term’s rehearsal schedule for this year’s school production of Treasure 

Island.  
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Spring Concert 
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Charity Skydive 

Mental Health Awareness Week 2023 is 15 – 21 May 
To raise money, which will help us create a world where good mental health is a 

reality for all, Mrs Cuthbert will be skydiving out of a plane at an altitude of 
10,000 feet and falling to Earth at more than 100 mph. 

The money raised will help deliver vital research and develop solutions to 
improve prevention and treatment for the 1 in 6 people affected by mental health 

problems every week. 
Donations can be made via a Just Giving page, which can be found via this link. 

Thank you in advance for your support. 
 
  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/liz-cuthbert?utm_source=copyLink&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=liz-cuthbert&utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_term=1bc00b746fed46769b531a0fd6363ffa
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Pages Schoolwear Fitting Events 

Fitting events at Pages Schoolwear are filling up. Please remember to book early to avoid 
disappointment!  Any new Year 7 appointment booked before 7 August 2023 will receive our 
summer discount.   
 
Worried about booking too early?  
At Pages Schoolwear, we always fit with growing room and exchanges are open throughout 
September*  
*With a valid receipt and original packaging  
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Wellbeing Calendar 

Below is March’s wellbeing calendar, created by the charity ‘Action for Happiness.’ For every 

day this month, ‘Action for Happiness’ has provided a mindfulness activity to promote 

happiness and wellbeing for all. Today’s mindfulness activity is to “discover the joy in the 

simple things of life.” 
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Sparx Maths Support 
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Geography Song of the Week 

This week’s Geography Song of the Week is ‘Weather with You’ by Crowded House. People 

sometimes confuse the terms weather and climate. Weather is the day-to-day variations in 

rainfall and climate. It describes what we are experiencing today. On the other hand, climate 

is the expected weather conditions based on thirty years or more of evidence. The weather is 

a significant focus of conversation for most people in British culture, so here’s wishing you the 

best of weather for your Easter break. To view the official music video for ‘Weather with You,’ 

please use this link. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ag8XcMG1EX4
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Contact Details 

 
Telephone: 01622 938444 | Email: office@sst.viat.org.uk 
 
Don’t forget to watch our weekly vlog and to also follow us on Twitter to see regular updates.  

 

 

 

mailto:office@sst.viat.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6PZl9CPVIHw
https://twitter.com/SSTMaidstone
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6PZl9CPVIHw


 

 

SST - where learning has no limits 
17 

This Day in History 

 
Today we have finished another successful school week, but did you know what happened 

on this day in history? 

31 March 

 

1889 Eiffel Tower officially opens 
 

Towering nearly a thousand feet over the streets of Paris, Gustave Eiffel’s monument to the 
centenary of the French Revolution is formally dedicated. Many French intellectuals deem it 
an eyesore, but it will come to be regarded as a harbinger of the modern age and a cultural 

icon of France. 

 

1959 Tibet’s Dalai Lama begins exile in India 
 

Nine years after China invades Tibet and begins dismantling its cultural and religious 

identity, Tibetans wage a revolt and their spiritual and political leader finds asylum after 

crossing the border into India. He will become a beloved world figure while in exile. 

 

Births on this Day 

 

1519 Henry II – King of France 

1596 René Descartes – French philosopher 

1685 Johann Sebastian Bach – German composer 

1878 Jack Johnson – American boxer 

1929 Liz Claiborne – American fashion designer 

1934 Shirley Jones – American actress 

1948 Al Gore – American politician and environmentalist 

1955 Angus Young – Scottish rock guitarist 

1971 Ewan McGregor – Scottish actor 

Deaths on this Day 

1621 Philip III – King of Spain and Portugal 

1727 Isaac Newton – English physicist, mathematician and astronomer 

1855 Charlotte Brontë – English novelist 

1945 Hans Fischer – German organic chemist 

1980 Jesse Owens – American athlete   
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Morpheme of the Week 
 
SST has launched ‘Morpheme of the Week’ to equip students in understanding new 

vocabulary. This week, our Morpheme of the Week is ‘physic'. 

Students have been rewarded with an Achievement Point for using the MOTW correctly.  

 
Restaurant Menu 

 
Please see below the restaurant menu for the following school week: 
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Book of the Week 

Here at SST, we are very passionate about reading. We know that the more a student reads, 

the more accessible all parts of the curriculum and their learning become. 

Have you read our ‘Book of the Week’? This week, it is ‘Looking After Your Mental Health’ by 

Alice James and Louie Stowell.  
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Online Safety Spotlight 

 
Virtual reality (VR for short) has existed for decades, but it’s only in the last 10 years that the 

technology has really become publicly available. With VR’s rapid rise as a gaming and 

educational medium, there are plenty of unknowns regarding its use – for adults and children 

alike. Is it safe? How long should someone use VR for? How expensive is it? What’s clear is 

that VR is becoming ever more ubiquitous in everyday life: from companies using it for training 

to at-home fitness. Knowing what the technology is capable of is more useful than ever. In the 

guide, you'll find tips for avoiding potential risks such as physical accidents, premature 

exposure and eye strain. 


